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WILLIAM HAIGE. 

BT MILES WHITE, JK., BALTIMORE, MD. 

In his " Contributions to East Jersey History," W. A. 
Whitehead in speaking of William Haige, the Surveyor- 
General and Receiver-General of that Province, suggests 1 
that he may have been the same person as the William 
Haige who, in 1683 and 1684, was a member of the Pro- 
vincial Council of Pennsylvania, and adds, " it is not known 
that he left children." Again, in his "East Jersey under 
the Proprietaries," he states 2 that " nothing is known of the 
descendants of Mrs. Haige." 

Proud has informed us that William Haige, the member 
of Pennsylvania Council, 3 " had been a merchant in Lon- 
don;" only one William Haige is mentioned in the early 
London records of the Society of Eriends, and as will be 
hereafter noticed, he was styled " Merchant," and became 
Receiver-General of East Jersey. 

In 1682 William Dyre was appointed Collector of Cus- 
toms for both Pennsylvania and Eew Jersey, 4 and there was 
no reason why William Haige could not have held positions 
in both Provinces, especially if appointed by his father-in-law 
to the office last filled. 

In London, Pennsylvania, and Jersey we find William 
Haige connected with the business of the American Col- 
onies, and he appears to have been a man of influence and 
position. He was a member of the legislative bodies of 
the Provinces of Pennsylvania and East Jersey, and also 
acted in the capacity of a surveyor in both Provinces 
(though holding office as such only in East Jersey). 

J P. 14. 

2 N. J. Hist. Soc. Coll., Vol. I. p. 126. 
3 Hist. Penna., Vol. I. p. 237. 
4 Mulford's Hist. N. J., p. 226. 
VOL. XXIV. — 6 
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The following facts in regard to the William Haiges of 
these two Provinces appear to uphold "Whitehead's supposi- 
tion and to show that they were the same ; and furthermore, 
that he left at least one surviving child, and probably more. 

From what part of England the Haige family originally 
came is uncertain. The Parish Registers of Cheshire show 
that persons of the name resided there in early times, and 
those of other shires probably convey similar information. 

In different accounts of the family, the name is variously 
given as Hage, Hagge, Hague, Haig, Haige, Haigh, Haigue, 
Hauge, Hayg, Hayge, and Heage, and in the extracts given 
below the original manner of spelling is retained in each 
case. 

The first mention seen of "William Haige is in Friends' 
Records at " Devonshire House," London, in which his name 
is spelt both Haig and Haige. We there learn that William 
Haige, of London, Merchant, and Mary Laurie, daughter of 
G-awen Laurie, of London, were married at Devonshire 
House, 12mo., 22 nd , 1671 j 1 Haige's parentage not being 
given. 

The births of two children are recorded as follows ; " Oba- 
diah, b., 7mo., 1 st , 1674, son of William & Mary Haige, of 
King Edmund's Parish, Lombard St., London; Rebecca, b., 
8 mo., 4 th , 1681, dau. of William & Mary Haige, Golden 
Leg, Court, Cheapside, Parish of St. Mary le Bow." 

When Edward Byllinge failed he agreed to present to his 
creditors his half interest in the Province of New Jersey, 
which he had acquired about 1674 or 1675 from Lord 
Berkeley, and persuaded William Penn to join Gawen 
Laurie and Nicholas Lucas (two of his creditors) as 
Trustees. They became Trustees for one-half part of the 
Province, which, though then undivided, subsequently 1 July 
1676 became the Province of West New Jersey; George 
Carteret's half becoming East New Jersey. These Trustees 
soon sold a considerable number of shares of their propriety 
to different purchasers, who thereupon became proprietors 
1 All dates in this article are old style. 
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(according to their different shares) in common with them. 1 
William Penn, et al., August 29 and 30, 1676, deeded to 
William Haige, of London, merchant, one-ninetieth part of 
ninety full equal undivided parts in West New Jersey, the 
same being one full share of propriety. 2 

It being necessary to agree upon some scheme to promote 
the settlement and ascertain a form of government, " The 
Concessions and Agreements of the Proprietors Freeholders 
and Inhabitants of the Province of West E"ew Jersey in 
America" were drawn up, mutually agreed upon and signed. 
They bear date of 3 rd day of March 1676/7, and were signed 
by William Haig, as well as by Penn, Laurie, and others. 3 

In the autumn of 1681 Penn appointed William Haige 
one of his four Commissioners for settling the colony of 
Pennsylvania, laying out a town, &c. ; and the commission 
which he issued to them, dated 25 Oct. 1681, has been pub- 
lished in Hazard's Annals. 

They took passage in either the " John and Sarah" or 
" Bristol Factor," which sailed for the colony in the autumn 
of this year, and arrived on or before 11 December, 4 except 
William Crispin, who went probably in the " Amity," and 
died in Barbadoes, where she was blown by adverse winds. 5 
Thomas Holme, who probably acted as Crispin's successor, 
arrived in June 1682, and found the other three awaiting 
him. 6 

William Haige's daughter Rebecca having been born Oc- 
tober 4, 1681, he doubtless left his family in England. Be- 
fore sailing he probably purchased 500 acres of land to be 
located in the colony, for his name appears in Philip Ford's 

1 Smith's Hist. N. J., p. 79. 

2 W. J. Deeds, B, pt. 2, p. 624. 

3 Smith's Hist. N. J., p. 521-39; N. J. Archives, 1st Ser., Vol. I. 
p. 269. 

4 Scharf's Hist. Del., Vol. I. p. 82; Futhey & Copes, Hist. Chester 
Co., pp. 19 and 147 ; Janney's Wm. Penn, p. 180. 

5 Penna. Mag., Vol. XXII. p. 44. 

6 Ibid., Vol. XIX. p. 418. 
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list of those to whom land had been granted prior to May 
22,1682.* 

Soon after arriving in America he seems to have pur- 
chased land in West Jersey, for Hannah Saltar, by deed 
dated April 15, 1682, conveyed two cottages and certain 
lots in Burlington to William Haig, 2 no residence being 
mentioned for him in same, but as no other person of his 
name is known to have been in America at that date, he 
was probably the purchaser. 

At the first meeting of the Free Society of Traders, 
which owned large tracts of land in Pennsylvania, held in 
London, May 29, 1682, for choosing officers, William Haige 
was elected one of the committee of twelve to reside in 
Pennsylvania. 3 

Thomas Fairman appears to have had one of the best or 
most convenient houses on the site of the future Philadel- 
phia, and we are told that he boarded and lodged Mark- 
ham, Haige, and Holme and family at different times. 4 

In the early part of the year 1682 reports came down to 
Lord Baltimore " that one W m Hague, a quaker and much 
employ'd by Mr. Penn, had taken observations att the Head 
of the Bay which very much dissatisfied y 3 Said Hague and 
other friends ; for upon those observations it was given out 
by the Quakers that if the Degree of forty did not afford 
W m Penn a harbour he would be forc't to buy one of Bal- 
temore or otherwise that their Shipps must Enter and Cleer 
in Maryland." 5 We are also further told that "the Said 
Haigue in a short time after this came to the Lord Bal- 
temore's house on Patuxent River where amongst other dis- 
course the Lord Baltemore askt the Said Hague whether 
he had not taken Some observations att Elk River for his 
private satisfaction, which Haigue own'd, but with all pre- 

1 Hazard's Annals, p. 638; Pa. Arch., 1st Ser., Vol. I. p. 41. 

2 W. J. Deeds, Book B, p. 8. 

3 Hazard's Annals, p. 576. 

4 Sonarf & Westcott's Phila., Vol. I. p. 94. 
6 Penna. Mag., Vol. VI. p. 417. 
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tended that the Instrument was So Small that there could 
be no Certainty." 

Markham says that in July, 1682, he " sent Mr. Haig to 
Augustine Harman's in hopes to a found [Baltimore's Com- 
missioners] there, but they were gon before he came there." 

On September 23d Markham learned that Baltimore was 
at Upland, and tells us that he " the next Morning wayted 
on my Lord, but his lordshipp haveing a great reteinue with 
him and every one something to say to me, I Desired Mr. 
Haig he would take notice what passed between us and write 
it downe, for I feared they would hardly give me soe much 
time as to doe it ; about Three dayes after his Lordship was 
gon I Desired Mr Haig to give me in writeing, what he had 
noted passed at ye time afore said, the which he did as ffol- 
loweth," * and then gives Haig's notes. 

A new Instrument sent out by Penn had arrived by this 
time, " but for want of some small glasses which the said 
Markham said ~W m Haigue had taken away the instrument 
could not be made use of," Lord Baltimore tells us, and 
adds that he said it would be necessary to go up the 
Delaware River to see where 40° did cut said river, "but 
the said Markham by the advice of Haigue (who seem'd to 
Governe more than Markham) declined that proposition 
giveing very Slight reasons for his refuseall," 2 &c. 

A few days previous to the above interview Haige had 
been in Philadelphia, for on 19 th of 7 mo. 1682, a certificate 
of certain lots in Philadelphia having been drawn before 
them, by purchasers, was issued by Haige and others. 3 

William Penn arrived at New Castle 27 Oct., 1682, and 
the next day, appointed certain six persons as Justices for 
New Castle, whose Commission is preserved in the Land 
Office at Harrisburg, 4 and on the 29th he ordered a Court 
to be held November 2, but no mention is made by any his- 

x Penna. Mag., Vol. VI., p. 430. 2 Ibid., p. 420. 

3 Ibid., Vol, XIX. p. 420; Hazard's Annals, p. 595. 
1 Hazard's Annals, p. 598; Scharf's Del., Vol. I. p. 83; Smith's 
Delaware Co., Pa., p. 138 ; Pa. Arch., 1st Ser., Vol. I. p. 51. 



86 William Haige. 

torians, so far as known, of his having appointed a Council, 
though Janney, Hazard, and Scharf seem to indicate the 
existence of such a body. 

Markham had, upon his arrival the previous year, under 
the authority given in his Commission, appointed a Council 1 
of nine members, which is always referred to as Markham's 
Council. 

The first elective Council met at Philadelphia March 10, 
1683, and is spoken of as the first Provincial Council ; I be- 
lieve Penn at or shortly after landing appointed a Council 
which should be called Perm's Council, of which "William 
Haige was a member. 

The Records of New Castle Court after Penn's arrival 
open as follows : 2 

" Att a Cor 4 Held in the Towne of New Castle upon 
Delloware in the Name of O r Souvraigne Lord Charles the 
2 d by the Grace of God of England, Scotland, France & 
Ireland King defend 1 of the faith and by Commission and 
Appointment of "William Penn, Esq r Propriety & Governo 1- 
of Pensilvania etc on Thursday the 2 d of Novemb r in y e 
35 th yeare of his Maij ts Raighne annoq Pom 1682. 

The R' Hono Ible Propriety' 7 etc — 

Capt n Will Markham 
Mayo r Thorn Holms 
M 1 " "William Haigh 
M 1 ' John Simkock 
Psent 3 M r Thomas Brasie 



> of the Councill 



Mr John Moll 

Mr Johannes De Haes 

Mr William Semphill 

Mr Arnoldus De Lagrange 

Mr John Cann 



Justices 
of y e Peace 



^uke of York's Laws, p. 470 ; Hist. Del. Co., Pa., p. 129 ; Hist. 
Chester Co., Pa., p. 18. 

2 Book C. 

3 Vide Hazard's Annals, p. 600 ; Scharf's Delaware, Vol. I. p. 84. 
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Samuel M. Janney, in his life of Penn, gives an imagi- 
native description of his journey to meet the Indians at 
Shackamaxon, where the " Great Treaty" under the elm tree 
is supposed to have been made later in the month of No- 
vember, and says, " But see ! a barge is approaching bearing 
at its masthead the broad pennant of the governor, the oars 
are plied with measured strokes, and near the helm sits 
"William Penn, attended by his council. Among them are 
Markham, his secretary, Holmes, Surveyor-General, Simcox, 
Haigue, Taylor and Pearson." 1 

As Penn would in all likelihood have appointed at least 
as many members of his Council as he had authorized 
Markham to appoint, it is probable that at least two others 
than those mentioned above were so appointed. 

The only record of Markham's Council that is preserved 
is their attestations upon entering office ; 2 but even this is 
more than we have of Penn's Council ; a search of the 
records in the Land ' Office at Harrisburg did not disclose 
either a commission to, or the attestations of the members 
thereof. 

These two Councils were probably more of personal coun- 
cils to the Governors, than those that came after them, and 
probably met at his order, rather than at stated times. 

The Minutes of the Assembly held at Chester, December 
4-6, 1682, show that Committees were appointed to go to 
the Governor, but not to the Governor and Council, as in 
future Assemblies. From this it appears that this Council 
exercised no legislative function. 

The first elective Council met at Philadelphia on 10th 
day of 1st mo. (March), 1683, and "William Haige was pres- 
ent as one of the members thereof from Philadelphia 
County. 3 His name appears in the minutes on various occa- 
sions as Haigee, Haige, and Haigue. He served on eommit- 

1 P. 203. 

2 Pa. Archives, 1st Ser., Vol. I. p. 37 ; Hist. Chester Co., Pa., p. 18. 

3 Col. Eec., Vol. I. p. 1 ; Duke of York's Laws, p. 485; Proud's 
Penna., Vol. I. p. 235. 
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tees to propose bills relating to " the burning of woods and 
Marshes, to have Chattell marked, To erect Bounds of 
ffences," 1 " Rules of County Courts, Bills of Exchange pro- 
tested, Possessions, Publique affairs, Sailors Wracks, Act 
of Oblivion, Scoulds," 2 and " Pees of Officers belonging to 
y e Custom house." 3 

He was on several occasions appointed to convey messages 
to the Assembly, and was present 2 rno. 2d, 1683, when the 
" Great Charter" was adopted, and signed same. 4 

On various occasions he requested leave of absence " for 
some time," either to go about his business or " to go about 
the Societies' business," and in each case 5 received permission 
to be absent, and the minutes show that he was not often 
present after 3d mo., 1683. 

He was also a member of the Provincial Council in 1684 6 
as a representative of Philadelphia County, but again was 
frequently absent, having been present only a few times 
prior to 4th month. 

He was appointed one of a Committee of three " to draw 
up a Charter for Philadelphia to be made a Burrough con- 
sisting of a May r and six Aldermen," 7 and also on a Com- 
mittee to inspect the bills of Benj. Acrod, deceased, before 
they are paid. He was present 8 mo. 25, 1684, the last day of 
the session, after which his name appears no more among 
the members. 

Subsequently, while the Council was not in session, and 
after he had probably removed to East Jersey, the following 
entry appears under date of 5 mo. 24th, 1685. 

« iffm Haigue Request y e Secret ry that a hue & Cry from 
East Jersie after a servant of Mr. John "White's, March* at 
New York might have some force and authority to pass this 

1 Col. Bee., Vol. I. p. 6. 

2 Ibid., p. 8. 3 Ibid., p. 11. 

4 Ibid., p. 15 and xl. ; Duke of York's Laws, p. 490. 

5 Col. Bee., Vol. I. pp. 3, 9, 10, 14. 

6 Ibid., p. 39 ; Duke of York's Laws, p. 494. 

'Col. Bee., Vol. I. p. 64; Pa. Mag. Hist, Vol. XX. p. 129. 
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Province & Territories ; the Secretary Indorsed it and Sealed 
it with y e Seale of y e Province." * 

As previously stated, "William Haige before leaving Eng- 
land had purchased 500 acres of land to be subsequently 
located ; I have found no record of any Patent for such land, 
and am not certain where it was located. Holmes' map shows 
a tract in Bristol Township, Bucks County, fronting on the 
Delaware Eiver, in name of " W m Hauge," which adjoins the 
land of Christopher Taylor. The description of Christopher 
Taylor's land, as given in the "Minutes of the Board of 
Property" shows 2 that it was next to land of " W m Haig." 

Davis, in giving the names of original settlers in Bristol 
Township, includes that of William Hauge, 3 but he probably 
meant by settlers, landowners, and there is no evidence that 
Haige ever resided in Bucks County. 

Among the list of taxables within the Constabulary of 
the Town of New Castle, 1683, as shown by the records of 
New Castle Court, 4 appears the name of " William Haigh,' 
who was assessed 4 s., 4 d., on " 400 Akres of Land;" and 
the next year we find " William Hauge" assessed for 436 
acres; 5 afterwards his name does not appear on the list. 
Whether or not the above two assessments were upon the 
same tract of land does not appear. The only deed recorded 
in New Castle County to William Haige is one dated 4th " 
day of 2 d mo. (April), 1685, sometime after both the above 
assessments were made. It is for a tract called Buswick, on 
south side of Christiana Creek, containing 436 acres, and was 
from " Henry Vandenburgh of New Castle in the Territories 
of the Province of Pennsilvania, merchant," who for " five 
and forty pounds current money" conveyed same to " Wil- 
liam Hauge of the Province of Bast New Jersey gentleman," 
whose name is also spelt Hague in other parts of the deed." 6 

^ol. Bee, Vol. I. p. 96. 

2 Pa. Archives, 2d Ser., Vol. XIX. p. 235. 

3 Hist. Bucks Co., p. 128. 

1 Liber C, fol. 141 ; Scliarf' s Hist. Delaware, Vol. I. p. 153. 

5 Liber 0, fol. 210. 

6 New Castle Co. Deeds, Liber A, No. 1, fol. 109. 
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This deed was acknowledged in open Court April 24, 
1685, when the names of the parties thereto are given as 
Henrik Vand Burgh and William Hauge. 1 This land ap- 
pears to have remained in the family for some years, for the 
"Minutes of the Board of Property" show that in 1701, 
John Richardson of Christiana Hundred requested leave to 
take up a small parcel of land on south side of Christiana 
Creek adjoining the lands of " "Widow Haige" and others. 2 

In addition to the above described tracts of land William 
Haige owned a lot in Philadelphia, between the Swamp, 
Second Street, and the Delaware front, laid out 27 of 4 mo., 
1684, under a warrant to William Haig, purchaser, dated 
the previous day, the Patent for which was recorded 9 mo. 
12th 1684 ; 3 and which was sold 2 Oct. 1684 to Patrick Rob- 
inson by " William Haig of co. of Philadelphia, merchant." 4 

Whitehead tells us that " when Rudyard suspended Groom 
from his offices of Surveyor-General and Receiver-General, he 
transferred them to William Haige, who was among the 
earliest settlers, and apparently a man much respected. The 
death of Groom having prevented his reinstatement, Haige 
continued to perform the duties conferred upon him until 
the arrival of George Keith, in 1685. " 5 

Whitehead is apparently in error as to the time of Haige's 
appointment, for it is stated in the Journal of the Governor 
and Council of East Jersey, that when on August 30, 1683, 
it was found that Samuel Groom had refused to survey certain 
lands on Raritan River, or to appoint any Deputy Surveyor 
to do so, as ordered by the Council on 31 of 3 d mo. last, it 
was ordered by the Governor and Council that " Philip 
Wells bee Deputed and appoint A Deputy Surveyor of this 
Province" and " that hee execute the Orders and Warr ts of 
the Governor and Councill the said Sam 11 Groome p r emtorily 

1 Records New Castle Court, Liber C, fol. 232. 

2 Pa. Archives, 2d Ser., Vol. XIX. p. 210. 
8 PHla. Deeds, A, No. 1, p. 56. 

4 Ibid., E, No. 1, p. 48. 
5 Contrib. to E. J. Hist., p. 14. 
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refuseing the same in Contempt of this Board." 1 And De- 
cember 1, 1683, it is further stated that Samuel Groom the 
late Surveyor General deceased had not fully executed a war- 
rant of survey in the bounds of Elizabeth Towne and that " it 
was resolved and Ordered that the Governor issue out his 
warr* to Philip Wells the Deputy Surveyor to survey and lay 
out" said land. 2 

From the above entries it would appear that Rudyard had 
appointed "Wells and not Haige in place of Groome. 

It is known that " the proprietaries in England however 
did not approve of Rudyard's conduct in the matter in dis- 
pute between him and Groom and ordered the reinstate- 
ment of the latter, annulled all grants that had not been 
regularly surveyed by him and deemed it advisable to ap- 
point another deputy Governor, permitting Rudyard to 
retain the office of secretary and register." 3 

Gawen Laurie was then appointed Deputy Governor to 
succeed Rudyard, his commission being dated 27 July, 1683, * 
and certain instructions, dated London, 20 (5mo.) July, 1683, 
signed by William Dockwra and other Proprietaries, were 
given him ; in Art. XIX. of which it is stated that 5 " in respect 
Samuel Groome, the younger, has shewn so great an Inclina- 
tion to sell his Father's Propriety, which he has already a 
Right to, and that thereby Samuel Groome, the elder, may 
either come back or be indisposed to serve in the Imploy- 
ment of Surveyor General and Receiver of our Rents, 
therefore we do herewith send a Blank Commission for Sur- 
veyor General and another for General Receiver, to be filled 
up by him to such Persons as he shall find most proper upon 
the Place for that Ilse." 

In February, 1683/4, Gawen Laurie arrived in East Jersey 
as Deputy Governor and brought with him his family, 6 con- 

1 N. J. Archives, 1st Ser., Vol. XIII. p. 105. 2 Ibid., p. 111. 

8 N. J. Hist. Coll., Vol. I. p. 99 ; Cont. to E. J. Hist., p. 13. 
4 N. J. Archives, 1st Ser., Vol. I. p. 423 and 489. 'Ibid., p. 432. 
6 N. J. Hist. Soc. Coll., Vol. I. pp. 6 and 126; N. J. Arch., 1st 
Ser., Vol. XIII. p. 120 ; Proud's Hist. Pa., Vol. I. p. 155. 
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sisting of his wife Mary, his son James and his two daugh- 
ters Mary and Rebecca, and eight servants, according to Rev. 
E. D. Hatfield ; who, however, also says that William Haige 
with eight servants also accompanied him. 1 It is evident 
that he is in error as to William Haige having accompanied 
Laurie from England, but doubtless Haige's wife and daugh- 
ter did so, and Haige himself probably then removed from 
Philadelphia to East Jersey, as his name disappears from the 
records of Pennsylvania this year and appears prominently 
in those of New Jersey from this time on. 

Under the heading " The names of such Psons as were 
imported into this Province and brought to bee Registered 
in the Secretarys books of Records are as ffollowes, Dated 
5 th Decemb. Anno Horn 1684" appears this entry "Upon 
Account of William Haige, vizt. Mary Haige, his wife : 
Mary Beck, by Indentures for ffour years : Rebecca Haige, 
his daughter: Benj" Curie, by Indenture untill bee be of 
the age of 21 : Robin Hind, negro : Sambo, his wife, negro : 
Harry Mubuaber, negro : ffrances Oango, negro." 2 

Laurie served as Deputy Governor until October, 1686, 
when he surrendered the office to Lord Neil Campbell and 
became one of his Council, and so continued until his death, 
which occurred at Elizabethtown in the autumn of 16 8 7. 3 
Upon his arrival in East Jersey, finding that Groome was dead, 
he evidently appointed his son-in-law, William Haige, to suc- 
ceed to both the vacant offices, for East Jersey Records show 
two commissions for William Haige, signed by Governor Bar- 
clay and dated 27th day of July, 1683, one as Surveyor Gen- 
eral and the other as Receiver General, 4 and further show 
that on April 14th, 1684, William Haige promised alle- 
giance to the King and to faithfully discharge the duties of 
each of the above-named offices. On this last-named day 
Haige with consent of Gawen Laurie appointed Miles 

1 Hist. of Elizabeth, N. J., pp. 218 and 221. 
2 E. J. Deeds, Liber A, fol. 154. 
3 N. J. Hist. Coll., Vol. I. p. 218. 
4 Liber C, fol. 80 and 81. 
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fforster (who afterwards married Rebecca Laurie) Deputy 
Surveyor and also his Attorney, Deputy and substitute to 
transact tbe office of Eeceiver General. 1 These appoint- 
ments were probably rendered necessary by Haige's absence 
from the Province while serving as Councillor in Pennsyl- 
vania. 

On April 30, 1685, we find the following appointment, 
« I, "William Haige of Blizabethtown, Essex Co., receiver 
generall of the Lords proprietors Quit Rents of this prov- 
ince of East New Jersey, in my absence have appointed 
Gawen Laurie, Esq. our deputy Gov r to receive all Quit 
Rents & Arrears and to give Receipts" &c. 2 

William Dockwra, who was appointed Receiver General 
and Treasurer July 6, 1688, on the death of William Haige, 3 
seems either to have forgotten that he signed the instructions 
to Laurie of July 20, 1683, heretofore alluded to, or to have 
subsequently entertained doubts as to the validity of com- 
missions signed in blank by Barclay in England and filled 
up in America, for upon the commission to Groom as Re- 
ceiver General he wrote the following : 

" Quae What blank com'ission G. L. had, for if he had no 
power to make a dep ty , his exceeding his power invalidates 
y e com'ission especially if y" patent was Signed & sealed here 
by y e Gov r &c. for after that thing be added or any materiall 
alteration it makes it void. 

W m Haige never was concern'd to direct anythinge 

& quae : what deputation was made by him to G. L. and 
where 

" Consider y* G. L. being dismist by publique order from 
y e propr. vnder their province seale." 4 

The Proprietaries in England appointed George Keith 
Surveyor General on the 31st July, 1684, 5 but he did not 

1 Liber C, fol. 82 and 83. 

2 E. J. Deeds, Liber A, fol. 430. 
3 Cont, toE. J. Hist., p. 15. 

4 N. J. Archives, 1st Series, Vol. I. p. 379. 
6 E. J. Eecords, Book C, p. 95. 
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reach the province until the spring of the following year. 
"Whitehead tells us that 1 " on the 9 th April he presented his 
credentials to the council of proprietors, but as the office to 
which he had been appointed was already filled by William 
Haige, under a commission emanating from Dept.-Governor 
Rudyard, 2 they found themselves delicately situated, and 
postponed the consideration of Mr. Keith's commission 
until their next meeting." 

The Council at the time appointed were urged by Keith 
to decide in his favor, and they finally desired both of the 
applicants to appear before them on June 12th, when the 
office in consequence of the absence of Mr. Haige, and the 
inability, from some cause, of his deputy Miles Eorster was 
declared vacant and Mr. Keith authorized to take the oaths 
and assume the duties (" Proprietary Minutes, A.B. p. 6"), 
which he did that day in presence of Gawen Laurie, 3 and 
on 13th 8mo., 1685, appointed John Reid of Perth Amboy 
to survey any lands in E. K*. J. and report to him. 4 

As both the commissions to Haige were " for soe long 
tyme as thou shalt well and faithfully behave thyselfe there- 
in," he was quite disappointed when Keith assumed the 
position of Surveyor General, and therefore the Proprietaries 
of East New Jersey conveyed to " "William Haige of the 
towne of Amboy Perth, Middlesex Co., late Surveyor Gen- 
eral of sd. province," a tract of 500 acres of land in Mon- 
mouth county known as Cooper's Neck, as expressed in the 
patent dated August 24, 1686, 5 " in consequence of the sudden 

1 Cont. to E. J. Hist., p. 17. 

2 The Eegistrar of Board of E. J. Proprietors says that the Minutes of 
April 9, 1685, Book I. p. 6, state, "Then also was read a commission 
dated the 27th July 1683 under the seale of the province to William 
Haige for the Surveyor Generalls place still in force not voyded &c. " 
As stated herein before this Commission came not from Eudyard but from 
Barclay through Laurie. 

8 E. J. Corn's., BookC, p. 95. 
* E. J. Patents, Book C, p. 1. 

6 E. J. Deeds, Liber A, fol. 389 ; Coll. N. J. Hist. Soc, Vol. V. p. 
11. 
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disappointment in being so quickly dispossest of the office 
of Surveyor Generall." 

In 1686 and again in 1688 we find William Haige a 
member of the Legislature, being a Deputy from Perth Am- 
boy, and as such he twice, in May, 1688, brought messages 
from the House of Deputies to the Council. 1 

This is the last public service that I have learned of 
"William Haige having performed, and as the Minutes of 
these sessions of the House of Deputies appear not to have 
been published, I am unable to ascertain how prominent a 
part he took in the actions of that body. 

The exact date of his death is not known, but it must 
have been in the Summer of 1688, for William Dockwra was 
appointed July 6, 1688, to succeed him as Receiver-General. 

Sir Edmund Andros appointed "on Jany. 14, 1688/9, 
Myles fforster of Amboy Perth, merchant, Administrator 
of the Estate of William Haige of same place, deceased, In- 
testate ;" 2 and we find that by Indenture dated December 20, 
1698, " Obadiah Haig, late of the Citty of New York in 
America, Merchant, Son & Heir of William Haig late of y e 
town of Amboy-perth" &c, conveyed to John Bowne of 
Monmouth county, Merchant, the 500 acres in said county 
called " Coopers Neck" heretofore alluded to, stating that 
William Haig died intestate in 1688, and that the right to 
this land devolved legally unto said Obadiah Haig, who No- 
vember 5, 1698, deputed Miles Forster of the City of New 
York, Merchant, his attorney to sell this tract, and the latter 
signed the deed. 3 

Among the unrecorded wills of Burlington, N. J., 
preserved at Trenton, is the bond for "one Hundred 
pounds Currant money" given May 5, 1694, by Richard 
Basnitt, merchant, and James Hill and Samuell ffurnis, yeo- 
men, all of Burlington, which shows that on that day Rich- 
ard Basnitt was admitted administrator of the estate of 

1 N. J. Archives, 1st Series, Vol. XIII. pp. 143, 176, 180, 185. 
2 E. J. Deeds, Liber D, fol. 28. 
8 Ibid., Liber F, fol. 688, &c. 
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" William Haigh (late of Phtiladelpliia in the Province of 
Pennsilvania, Gent, deceased) within the said Province of 
"West Jersey." 

There is nothing to indicate upon whose application this 
appointment was made, and no distribution by the adminis- 
trator is shown. It does not appear from the records in 
Philadelphia that the estate of any William Haighe was ad- 
ministered upon there, but this appointment may have been 
made for the purpose of passing title to the two cottages and 
certain lots in Burlington purchased in 1682 by William 
Haige, and a resident of Burlington, rather than Obadiah 
Haige or Miles Porster, who were non-residents, was ap- 
pointed as a matter of convenience ; still the fact that at this 
late date his residence is given as Philadelphia, renders it 
uncertain that the subject of this sketch was intended. 

The tract of land at " Coopers Neck" was not the only one 
William Haige owned in East Jersey. The map of Perth 
Amboy, published by Whitehead, shows that he owned a 
large lot back of G-awen Laurie's 20-acre tract on Paritan 
River, and that his wife, Mary Haige, had a lot in the town 
fronting on the Sound. This large lot was patented to Wil- 
liam Haige September 80, 1686, as 13 acres in the bounds of 
the towne of Amboy-perth, 1 and he conveyed same to Myles 
fforster July 4, 1687, when the residence of both is given as 
Amboy-perth. 2 

There are two deeds dated August 10, 1696, one to Rooliph 
Vanderlinda and the other to Cornelius Christianse, both of 
Hackensack, 8 which were made by " Miles fforster of Citty 
of New Yorke Merchant and Rebecca his wife, Mary Hayg 
widdow & Relict of William Hayge Merchant deceased and 
Obadiah Hayg his eldest sane & Heire at law of them the 
said William & Marie Hayge." These deeds each convey a 
tract of 700 acres, which had been patented to G-awen Lau- 
rie August 17, 1686. 

1 E. J. Deeds, Liber A, fol. 413. 

2 Ibid., Liber B, fol. 152. 

3 Ibid., Liber F, fols. 411 and 413. 
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Mary Haige owned other tracts of land which she also 
acquired through the rights of her father, some of which 
were Patented to her as late as 1701, 1 but it is not necessary 
to allude to them any further. 

October 14, 1696, we find a deed stating that "I, Mary 
Haige widow of W m Haige deceased, daughter of Gawen 
Laurie, and sister of Rebecca fforster wife of Myles fforster 
of the Citty of New Yorke, merchant, being about to take a 
voyage to England, appoint my brother in law Miles fforster 
my attorney." 2 And it appears from deeds dated March 10, 

1697, and April 14, 1702, that at those dates Mary Haige 
was living in London, 3 and it is believed that she did not 
return to America. 

No mention of her daughter Rebecca has been found after 
the registry of her arrival in 1684, and it is uncertain 
whether she died in youth, married in America, or returned 
to England with her mother. 

Obadiah Haige apparently left the City of New York in 

1698, but it is not certain whether he also returned to Eng- 
land or settled elsewhere in America, and I have seen no 
evidence that he married. 

The records of Perth Amboy and "Woodbridge meetings 
show that Miles Eorster and Rebecca Laurie were granted 
permission to marry 12 mo. 9th., 1686/7 : but no mention of 
any Haiges, I am informed, is to be found in the Registers 
of Philadelphia, Burlington, Rahway and Plainfield, Perth 
Amboy and "Woodbridge, or New York Monthly Meetings, 
and neither Gawen Laurie nor Miles Eorster mentioned any 
of William Haige's children in their wills. 

The fact that there was an interval of seven years between 
the births of Obadiah and Rebecca Haige, and that in the 
deeds dated August 10, 1696, Obadiah is described as " eldest 
sone" of William Haige, raises the presumption that "William 
Haige had one or more other sons, though of course the 

1 E. J. Deeds, Liber C, Ms. 221, 246, &c. 
2 Ibid., Liber F, fol. 108. 
3 Ibid., Liber G, Ms. 93 and 359. 
VOL. XXIV. — 7 
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words " eldest sone" may have been simply a legal form, to 
show that there being no elder son, he was the heir. 

The records of Falls Mo. Mtg., Pa., show that 11 mo. 8 th , 
1700, " Francis Haige of Makefield Twp. Bucks Co. hus- 
bandman, and Pleassent late wife of Joseph Millner, of same 
place" were married at Falls Meeting, William Penn, "William 
Biles, and other prominent residents of the Colony being wit- 
nesses thereto, but no persons named Haige, Laurie, or Forster 
signed the certificate. Mrs. Haige being in England, Cawen 
Laurie deceased, and Miles Forster and wife residing in 
New York, their absence has no bearing on the question of 
relationship. No conclusive evidence of Francis being a 
son of William has been found, but as no other family of 
Haiges is known to have been in the Colonies at that time, 
and his eldest daughter was named Rebecca, as was William 
Haige's daughter, such relationship does not seem improb- 
able, Penn and Biles both having been intimately associated 
with William Haige. 

The records of Falls Mo. Mtg. show that Pleasant Milner 
was the daughter of Henry Pawlin, one of the early settlers 
of Pennsylvania, and married Joseph Milner, 5 mo. 10 th , 
1690, at Phineas Pemberton's house, and that after the 
death of Francis Haige she married George Clough, wid- 
ower, at Samuel Baker's House, 9 mo. 13, 1712. 

Francis Haige, or Hague, as his name was usually spelled, 
both forms being found in his marriage certificate, was an 
overseer of Falls Mo. Mtg., from which office he was re- 
leased 2 mo. 2nd, 1707. He does not seem to have pur- 
chased any land in Bucks County, the only deed to him 
which is recorded being for the ten acres 1 on which Buck- 
ingham Meeting House was built, he being one of the six 
trustees. 

Though described in his marriage certificate as of Bucks 
County, he appears to have lived in Hopewell Township, Bur- 
lington County, E". J. There were very few Friends at that 
time in Hopewell, and most of them belonged to Chester- 
1 Bucks County Deeds, Book 3, p. 250. 
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field Mo. Mtg., but a few who resided on the river probably 
belonged to Falls Mo. Mtg., as did Francis Hague. 

His children were Francis, b., 9-11-1701, who married 
Jane, dau. of Thomas and Ann (Biles) Yardley ; Rebecca, 
b. 1-19-1703; Pleasant, b. 4-5-1705; Hannah, b. 7-23- 
1707; and Isaac, b. 2-10-1711. 

The exact date of Francis Haige's death is unknown. The 
records of Falls Mo. Mtg. state that he was buried 8-10- 
1711; perhaps this should be 8-16-1711, for his will is 
dated October 13, 1711, and was probated March 25, 1712. 1 
In it he is described as " Frances Hagge of Hopewell Town- 
ship Borlington County," but signed his name as Frances 
Hage, and appointed his wife and son Francess his Execu- 
tors, and mentions his wife Pllesant, his daus. Rebecca and 
PUesant, and his sons Frances and Isack, the names of some 
being spelt Hag and others Hagge. 

His plantation seems to have bordered on the Delaware 
River and to have been divided by Jacob's Creek. He left 
the upper part, containing 500 acres, with the house and 
barn, to his son Frances ; and the lower part, containing 340 
acres, to his son Isack. 

His son Francis, though named as executor, was only 
ten years old, and from the irregular spelling of the family 
name and the duplication of letters in other names, it would 
appear that he either was quite ill when he made his will, 
or had an illiterate neighbor to prepare it for him. 

"When his widow married Ceorge Clough, her residence 
is stated to have been Hopewell Township, Burlington 
County. 

The records of Flushing Mo. Mtg., Long Island, refer to 
the only other Haig that I have found in America at this 
time, stating that " 7 mo. 1st, 1702, at Flushing Mtg.,William 
Haig, merchant, of Antigua, and Mary Masters of New York, 
dau. of Mary Masters, were married." No parentage of 
"William is given, and no Haiges, Lauries, or Forsters signed 
the certificate. William and his bride went to Antigua, 
1 W. J. Wills, Liber I, fol. 342. 
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whence, as stated in The Friend, 1 they removed to North 
Carolina. A son of Miles Forster also removed to the West 
Indies and settled in the island of Barhadoes. 2 

The wills of Mary and "William Haig, hoth dated Janu- 
ary 28, 1*718, are recorded in the office of the Secretary of 
State at Ealeigh, N". C. ; 3 the former having been probated 
January 20, 1718/9, and the latter March 2, 1718/9 ; from the 
latter it appears that their children were "William, Mary, 
Sarah, and Ann. 

Any evidence tending either to uphold or disprove the 
supposition that either Francis or William Haige was a son 
of William, will be gladly received. 

1 Vol. XXVIII. p. 325. Janney's Hist, of Friends, Vol. III. p. 191. 

2 N. J. Hist. Soc. Coll., Vol. I. p. 127. 

3 The N. C. Hist. & Geneal. Eegister, Vol. I. No. 1, p. 51. 



